
 
 

2026 U.S. Senior Open Championship 
Scioto Country Club, Columbus, Ohio 

 
Below is information related to USGA Exemption Events for the U.S. Senior Open. Under category L-
23, winners of select State Senior Open Championships and State Senior Amateur Championships 
are locally exempt.  
 
Due to timing of the U.S. Senior Open qualifying window (early spring), all local exemptions will be 
for the following year’s championship. For example, the 2025 champion for a respective State/AGA 
Senior Amateur will be locally exempt in 2026.  
 
Below is a list of all 2025 Champions who are locally exempt for 2026. The list of 2026 events where 
the champion will receive a local exemption for the 2027 U.S. Senior Open can be found at 
https://players.usga.org/resources/2026-usga-exemption-events/  
 
State Senior Amateur Championships 

State Championship Winner 

Alabama Alabama State Senior Amateur Championship Chris Devlin 

Alaska Alaska State Senior Amateur Rob Nelson 

Arizona Arizona Senior Amateur Championship Brian Light 

Arkansas ASGA Senior Amateur Championship  Mark Graham 

California California Senior Amateur Championship Robert Niger 

Colorado Colorado Senior Amateur Championship Bill Fowler 

Connecticut Connecticut Senior Amateur  Bob Murphy 

Delaware Delaware Senior Amateur Championship Joe Roeder 

Florida Florida Senior Amateur Championship Joe Alfieri 

Georgia Georgia Senior Championship Jack Larkin Sr. 

Hawaii Hawaii State Senior Amateur Championship Mark Takahama 

Idaho Idaho Senior Amateur Championship Bret Rupert 

Illinois Illinois State Senior Amateur Championship Dave Ryan 

Indiana Indiana Senior Amateur Championship Michael Williams 

Iowa Iowa Senior Amateur J.D. Anderson 

Kansas Kansas Senior Amateur Championship Benjamin Kimminau 

Kentucky Kentucky Senior Amateur Tony Wise 

Louisiana Louisiana Senior Amateur Championship Todd Doss 

Maine Maine Senior Amateur Championship Thomas Caron 

Maryland Maryland Senior Amateur Championship Todd Williams 

Massachusetts Massachusetts Senior Amateur Championship Brendan Hester 

Michigan GAM Senior Championship Rick Crandall 

Minnesota MGA (Minnesota) Senior Amateur Championship Mark Aldrich 

Mississippi Mississippi Senior Amateur Michael Hammett 

https://players.usga.org/resources/2026-usga-exemption-events/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5066557
https://www.facebook.com/GolfAlaska2/posts/2025-sr-state-am-is-a-wrap-congrats-to-this-years-winnerssarah-limesand-senior-w/691768430505524/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5082064
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5417160
https://calam-2025californiasenioramateur.golfgenius.com/pages/11210626388732171186
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5166966
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5506536
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5161591
https://www.fsga.org/Tournament/Details/9be48f45-ed60-45bd-ab07-eb28f706cd88
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/4998322
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5107832
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5181419
https://www.cdga.org/golf-competitions/golf-info.asp?id=1045
https://iga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/iga25/event/iga2567/contest/1/leaderboard.htm
https://iowagolf.org/iowa-amateur-history-2/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5240198
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5159088
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5084529
https://www.mainegolf.org/past-winners-of-the-maine-senior-amateur-championship/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11286507904192007250
https://www.massgolf.org/scoreboards/2025senior/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11454233704147241717
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5209659
https://missga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/missga25/event/missga258/index.htm


 
 

Missouri Missouri Senior Amateur Championship Brian Haskell 

Montana Montana State Senior Match Play Bill Dunn 

Nebraska Nebraska Senior Amateur Championship Randy Christiansen 

Nevada Nevada Senior Amateur Steve Sear 

New Hampshire New Hampshire Senior Championship Eric Emeneau 

New Jersey New Jersey Senior Amateur Patrick Pierson 

New Mexico NM/WT Senior Amateur Championship Rex Enright 

New York New York Senior Amateur Championship Andy Bernatovicz 

North Carolina North Carolina Senior Amateur Championship Jeffrey Lankford 

North Dakota NDGA State Stroke Play Championship - Senior Ernie Hill 

Ohio Ohio Senior Amateur Championship James Volpenhein 

Oklahoma Oklahoma Senior State Amateur Jeffrey Topp 

Oregon Oregon Senior Men's Amateur Championship Pat O'Donnell 

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Senior Amateur Championship Brian Groff 

Rhode Island Rhode Island Senior Amateur Darren Corrente 

South Carolina South Carolina Senior Championship Eddie Hargett 

South Dakota SDGA Senior Championship Steve Beardsley 

Tennessee Tennessee Senior Amateur Championship Bradford Kuester 

Texas Texas Senior Amateur  Scott Tibbitts 

Utah Utah Senior State Amateur Championship Darrin Overson 

Vermont Vermont Senior Amateur Brian Cain 

Virginia VSGA Senior Amateur Championship Buck Brittain 

Washington Washington Senior Men's Amateur Paul Hogben 

West Virginia West Virginia Senior Amateur Championship Chris Daniels 

Wisconsin Wisconsin Senior Amateur Championship Robert Gregorski 

Wyoming WSGA Senior Amateur Championship John Hornbeck 
 
 
  

https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5161058
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11182251821139772867
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5253358
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11324535184860146030
https://nhga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/nhga25/event/nhga2546/index.htm
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5198456
https://www.bluegolf.com/amateur/events/scaga2529/index.html
https://playnysga.golfgenius.com/pages/5609796
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5228609
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5052377
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5470225
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5064590
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5105857
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11323769045137796640
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5298111
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5187893
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5097059
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/2415853
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5422025
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5093239
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5238481
https://78thvsgasenioramateur.golfgenius.com/pages/5214534
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5263155?_gl=1*8cwlv4*_gcl_au*NTI4NDg4MjY5LjE3NzI4Mjc2MDg.
https://wvga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/wvga25/event/wvga2538/index.htm
https://wsga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/wsga25/event/wsga2592/agendas.htm?type=1&stype=12&hagenda=ae17d8d4-22b8-469f-9a73-fe35213fb038
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5337935


 
 
AGA Senior Amateur Championships 

Championship Winner 

Carolinas Senior Amateur Championship John O'Brien 

CDGA Senior Amateur Championship Mark Small 

GAP Senior Amateur Jeff Frazier 

Metropolitan Senior Men's Championship Jim Muething 

MGA Senior Amateur Championship Alan Specht 

Metropolitan Senior Amateur Championship Scott McClellan 

NCGA Senior Championship Steve Sear 

Northeast Ohio Senior Amateur Howard Clendenin 

RDGA Senior Championship Wilson W. Fitch Jr. Memorial Gregory Voci 

Southern California Senior Amateur Championship Scott Stevens 

WPGA Senior Amateur Championship Artie Fink 
 
 
National Senior Amateur Championships (average 3-year WAGR Power of 60 or greater) 

Championship Winner 

Golfweek Senior Player of the Year Classic Kevin Vandenberg 

International Senior Individual Championship Joe Lyons 

Jones Cup Senior Invitational Jeff Knox 

John T. Lupton Memorial - Senior Jack Larkin Sr. 

Trans-Mississippi Senior Championship Bryan Hoops 
 
 

  

https://cga.golfgenius.com/pages/5272461
https://www.cdga.org/golf-competitions/golf-info.asp?id=1041
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5083575
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5102416
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5249486
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5213141
https://ncga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/ncga25/event/ncga25270/index.htm
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5052280
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5186821
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5109610
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5267482
https://gol-2025golfweekseniorplayeroftheyearcla.golfgenius.com/pages/10994500448638997694
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11710687425020826851
https://www.jonescupinvitational.com/senior-invitational/
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11666111437461298975
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11130371157918758909


 
 
State/AGA Senior Open Championships 

Championship Winner 

Alabama Senior Open Chris Devlin 

Arizona Senior Open Joe Summerhays 

Inspirato Colorado Senior Open Jason Schultz 

Connecticut Senior Open Bobby Gage 

Florida Senior Open Championship Rod Perry 

Yamaha Georgia Senior Open Bob Royak 

Illinois Senior Open Mike Small 

Indiana PGA Senior Open Brad Mays 

Kentucky Senior Open Championship David Plumb 

Maryland Senior Open Kenny Smith 

Yamaha Golf Cars Plus Michigan Senior Open Tom Werkmeister 

Minnesota Senior Open Championship Matt Vandelac 

New Jersey Senior Open Championship Dave McGovern 

Black Mesa Senior New Mexico Open Brad Lardon 

Lexus MGA Senior Open Brian Gaffney 

North Carolina Senior Open Lenny Nash 

Senior NorCal Open Warren Pineo 

Ohio Senior Open Bob Sowards 

Senior Oregon Open Invitational Ryan Malby 

Pennsylvania Senior Open Rick Stimmel 

South Carolina Senior Open Thomas Kennaday 

Tennessee Senior State Open Cliff Kresge 

Energy Transfer Texas Senior Open Omar Uresti 

Don & Ron Branca Utah Senior Open Mark Owen 

Senior Open of Virginia Rick Schuller 

7 Cedars Senior Washington Open Rob Gibbons 

WV Senior Open Championship Pat Carter 

Wisconsin State Senior Open Michael Crowley 
 
 
  

https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/dixiepga2528/index.html
https://www.southwestpga.com/tournaments/arizonasenioropen/index.asp
https://cogf.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/cogf25/event/cogf2513/contest/1/leaderboard.htm
https://ctpga.com/tournaments/connecticut-senior-open/#:~:text=The%20Connecticut%20Senior%20Open%20at,from%20all%20over%20the%20country.
https://www.fsga.org/Tournament/Details/7e68e80f-b618-4a73-be0a-cf8e9da119fe
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/gapga2522/index.html
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/ilpga2522/index.html
https://www.bluegolf.com/amateur/events/iga259/index.html
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5154384
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11346939730026614196
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11367381802932011694
https://mnpga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/mnpga25/event/mnpga257/index.htm
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/njpga2520/index.html
https://suncpga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/suncpga25/event/suncpga2520/contest/13/leaderboard.htm
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5205727
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/carpga2540/index.html
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/11176221462308618934
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/nopga2534/index.html
https://pnwpga.com/event/2025-senior-oregon-open-invitational/
https://www.pagolf.org/golf-championships/golf-info.asp?id=432&pid=5
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/tnpga2514/index.html
https://www.bluegolf.com/pro/events/tnpga2514/index.html
https://stpga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/stpga25/event/stpga2531/contest/1/leaderboard.htm
https://utpga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/utpga25/event/utpga259/contest/9/leaderboard.htm
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/5214631
pnps-20257cedarsseniorwashingtonopen.golfgenius.com
https://www.bluegolf.com/amateur/events/wvga2531/index.html
https://wiscpga.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/wiscpga25/event/wiscpga2546/index.htm


 
 

Local Exemption Criteria 
 
State/AGA Senior Amateur Championships 
 

• Must be a minimum of 36-holes stroke play or a stroke play to match play format where the 
champion plays at least 3 rounds.  

• Must have a minimum of 15 players begin the competition.  
• The average score of the winner must be equal to or less than Par plus 6 (six) strokes.  
• Entire event must have eligibility that limits participation to 50+ or 55+ years of age. A senior 

division within a State/AGA Amateur or other event is not eligible.  
• Only the champion will receive the local exemption. If the champion declines the spot or is 

already locally exempt, the exemption will not transfer to the next highest finisher. 
 
State Senior Amateur Championships 

• Defined by the geographic boundaries of the United States (50 states)  
• Must have eligibility requirement that limits participation to residents or association 

members of that state.  
• Only one championship per state may qualify for exemption under this category 

 
AGA Senior Amateur Championships (not defined by specific state boundaries) 

• Must have eligibility requirement that limits participation to residents or association 
members of that state.  

• Only applies to those AGA’s who are not defined by specific state boundaries. Only one 
championship per AGA may qualify for exemption. 

 
Regional Senior Amateur Championships with affiliation to an AGA 

• Must be a WAGR-ranked event with an average WAGR event Power of 30 or greater (3-year 
rolling average)  

• Must be affiliated with or conducted by an AGA 
 
National Senior Amateur Championships conducted within the United States 

• A local exemption will be granted to any National Senior Amateur Championship conducted 
within the United States that has an average event Power of 60 or greater (3-year rolling 
average) 

 
State/AGA Senior Open Championships 

• Must be a minimum of 36-holes stroke play or a stroke play to match play format where the 
champion plays at least 3 rounds.  

• Must have a minimum of 15 players begin the competition  
• The average score of the winner must be equal to or less than Par plus 6 (six) strokes  
• Must have eligibility that limits participation to 50+ or 55+ years of age. A senior division 

within a State Open or other event is not eligible.  
• Only the champion will receive the local exemption. If the champion declines the spot or is 

already locally exempt, the exemption will not transfer to the next highest finisher.  
• Must be conducted by an Allied Golf Association or PGA Section 


